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interpreter the best Tongan scholar in the Group, and much turned
upon the exact meaning of the words in the contract in the vernacular.
The plaintiff's representative knew the language far better than I did,
but I knew more than he thought I did, and in the end we won the
case. Our victory afterwards proved to have been worth the time
spent on it, for Tongans incline to the winning side, and from that
day I found my way made easy.
I had one other legal duty thrust upon me. There was no
European magistrate in the country, and the native magistrates were
afraid to deal with white delinquents because they feared that some
foreign consul would step in and demand compensation. The lower
sort of Europeans took advantage of this timorous attitude and acted
as if they were beyond the pale of law. Mr. Baker had been about
to import a white magistrate to meet the difficulty when he himself
was deported. We could not saddle our depleted funds with this
expense, and I offered myself to fill the breach gratuitously. A
Russian Finn had brutally assaulted a German, the two men being
rival bakers. To my surprise, the defendant appeared to his summons;
to his, he found a white man on the bench; the plaintiff was repre-
sented by amateur counsel, and the court was filled with a curious
crowd of Europeans and natives. The only defence was that the
plaintiff " had done it himself by running his head against a tree."
I fined the Russian ^10 or a month's imprisonment in default. He
smiled, knowing that there was no prison, and of course he declined
to pay his fine. Directing the native police to detain him, I left the
bench, swore in a white gaoler, had a disused lock-up cleaned out
and roughly furnished, and made a contract with a storekeeper to
supply daily rations. Then I had my man clapped into it and left
him to think. He demanded writing materials, which were supplied,
and wrote a violent protest to the Russian consul in Sydney, demand-
ing an indemnity from the Tongan Government. He had served his
month before he got an answer, and when it came it was only to say
that the Consul's jurisdiction did not extend to Tonga. This action
did much to strengthen the Government with those natives who
accused it of weakness. " Mr. Baker never dared to tackle foreigners/'
they said.
I must now make a disgraceful confession for which I have already
been justly held up to obloquy by no less influential an organ than